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Callboard August 2016 

It’s a wrap! 
50th Season off to a great start with the summer musical. 

Congratulations to the cast and crew. 
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Tell me about the chorale 

-The Arts Center of the Ozarks Chorale is a singing group 

whose purpose is to provide a musical singing outlet for 

community members.  Singers continue developing the 

skills required for the fine art of singing and work collabo-

ratively to put together a public performance - one in the 

fall and one in the spring - annually. 

How long have you been with the ACO 

I relocated to northwest Arkansas in 2005 after living and 

working in the state of Maine as a choral music teacher 

for 18 years.  While I lived in Maine I was the director of 

the Greater Freeport Community Chorus, taught choral 

music in three different public schools, and was very active in community musical theater as an actress, 

musical director, and director.  When I moved back to northwest Arkansas I became involved with the 

ACO Chorale as a singer and helper.  In 2008 I became the director of ACO Chorale and continue to enjoy 

being the director of this fine community choir!  The job enables me to be creative in approaches to pro-

gramming and allows me to continue to refine my skills as a choral director.    

How do Chorale tryouts work 

Chorale try outs are generally done a half hour before our first meeting in the fall or in the 

spring.  Perspective members will fill out contact information and do a short vocal audition which includes 

vocal warm-ups to determine range, and a short simple song like "My Country Tis of Thee" or song or your 

choice.  Don't let the audition process keep you from becoming a part of this singing group!  If you enjoy 

singing and want to hone in on those skills, even if you don't "read music" very well, you should audition 

to be a part of the aco chorale! 

Anything else 

Our concert is December 3rd and our first rehearsal will begin Monday August 22nd - 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

in the ACO upper gallery.  New members should come at 6:30 pm for filling out paperwork and audition-

ing.  The Chorale meets every Monday from August 22 until December 3 unless otherwise informed. 

. 

 

Save The Date: ACO Chorale practices start August 22, 2016 at 7 pm. 

ACO Fall Concert: December 3, 2016 at 7:30 pm 
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Message from Tareneh Manning, President, Board of Directors 

 

The Arts Center of the Ozarks is getting a refresh in what we do and how we can grow 

our role in the community. I know many of you are curious about what's happening and 

what programs are ahead. In June, we started a strategic planning process that aims to 

redefine and ignite enthusiasm for our role in downtown Springdale and the arts com-

munity of Northwest Arkansas.   

 

The Board of Directors has been diligently working to oversee the transition period and 

has recently taken action to support a new strategic vision for the future and the reor-

ganization of the governing body. All of the changes are in order to move as quickly as 

possible toward the implementation of new opportunities in the community. 

 

As you have already experienced, we are beginning to make changes little by little in 

how we do things, how we talk about things, what the website looks like, and what 

programming will be.   The ACO website is going to be getting a makeover in August 

and will be shut down for a few weeks. Look for the new site, along with some of the 

season programs on August 17th. 

 

In addition, the building will be closed to the public the week of August 15-20; however, 

it will remain accessible to those needing to meet or work. If you have questions or 

comments, please direct them to Tarenah Manning at tareneh@gmail.com 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support, participation and involvement with the arts cen-

ter.  We look forward to sharing more details with you in the months to come. 
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  Tell us about yourself :  Born in La Jolla, California in 1955.  Dad 

was in the Navy .  As a child I sang in church and  first acted as 

Mrs. Claus in a Kindergarten Christmas play.  I took violin, organ 

and piano lessons and then voice lessons in High School. I did 

several plays in High School.  I graduated from East Carolina Uni-

versity in 1977 with a BME degree in voice and a minor in piano/

organ.  I performed in several operas in college and took some 

dance classes.  A college friend taught me how to clog.  I married 

my High School sweetheart.   We moved to Northwest Arkansas 

after graduation from ECU so he could attend graduate school at 

the U of A. We divorced in 1984.  I worked at the U of A for 10+ 

years and  then was offered a professional acting job in Ohio at 

Mad River Theater Works.  After the first summer, Mad River 

Theater Works hired me full time .   I performed in original dra-

mas with music, touring throughout the U.S. and Canada (a high-

light was performing our Freedom Bound show for the International Children's Festival).  We also took some 

shows into schools and created residencies with the children.  When  the Artistic Director left to take over his 

in-law's farm - or lose the farm, so to speak—I decided  to move back to Arkansas!  I began working for NAR-

TI (Northwest Arkansas Radiation Therapy Institute) in 1997.  I've just had my 19th anniversary there!  We 

changed our name to Hope Cancer Resources in 2009.  One of our Hope Cancer Resources Board members - 

Dick Trammel -- suggested that I audition for SONA  (Symphony of Northwest Arkansas) and I became a SO-

NA Singer  in 2010!  I have been a SONA Singer ever since!  

Not long ago, I became a member of Actors Casting Agency through Mark Landon Smith.  Through ACA, I 

have done a couple of local commercials (Fun City and Mr. Sparky), and  a couple of feature films, Parker's 

Anchor (January 2016), and Greater (a movie about the late Brandon Burlsworth, coming out in August). 

I performed in many shows at the U of A Theatre Dept. and Music Dept., Arts Live, Ozark Stageworks and 

Arts Center of the Ozarks (ACO)!  I participate in the Arkansas Playwright's Workshop to assist local play-

wrights by reading parts in their scripts. 

What’s it like to play Aunt Eller again? 

Aunt Eller is a fun, fun role!  I love humorous parts and she's got it in spades!  I would not say that it was easi-

er to learn the lines again -- after 7 years.  It's not like riding a bicycle -- I basically had to start from scratch -- 

but that's fine!  That makes it fresh and new! 

How Long have you been with the ACO? 

  This is my 15th show at the ACO!  I've been doing shows here since 2002 -- my first one was Mother Superi-

or in The Sound of Music.  Now, that's a bit different from Aunt Eller, ain't it? 

Any stories you’d like to tell about the ACO?   What happens at the ACO stays at the ACO -- NOT! 

Aunt Eller Reminisces 

An interview with Vickie Hilliard , Aunt Eller in OKLAHOMA! 
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Arkansas Women to Watch Gallery Reception June 2016 
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The ACO recognized long-time staff member, Bonnie Lawson, in a retirement 

reception on July 29, 2016.  She shared some  of her thoughts with us. 

How long have you been with the ACO?          

      Since May, 2002 

 

What did you do prior to joining the ACO?         

After being a stay at home mom for many years I worked in a computer store for several years when 

PC's first came out for home use.  Then we bought an Exxon convenience store in Bentonville.  I man-

aged it for five years before selling and coming here. 

 

Any favorite memory (memories) you'd care to share?          

 I can't really think of one thing in particular, just the experience of working here with almost every 

day being different from the others.  Always a different project in the works makes for an interesting 

place to spend time and lots of good, fun memories. 

 

How will you enjoy your retirement?         

  I'm planning to do all the little things I've put off for too long.  Clean closets, paint house, etc.  May-

be travel a little.  Maybe travel first.   

Arts Center 

Staff Member, 

Bonnie Lawson 

Retires at the 

End of July 

Thank you, Bonnie, Au Revoir! 
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Thank You to the Sponsors of Oklahoma! And the Opening Night Gala 

 

Jeannie Burks                                                                     Chris & Debby Weiser 

Joel & Lynn Carver                                                              Twin City Produce 

Arkansas Democrat-Gazette                                              Walmart 

Sam’s Club                                                                            Rick’s Bakery 

Platinum Properties                                                            Good Old Days food, Inc. 

Cargill                                                                                     Edible Arrangements 

Rib Crib BBQ     Just Us Printing 

Erin West     Marsha Lane Foster, Freedom Dreamer Photography 

Sirod Meineke   

 

Special Thanks to: 

Legacy National Bank                                                            Arvest 

Endeavor                                                                                  Walker Brothers Insurance 

The Jones Center                                                                    Ozark Electric Cooperative 

Springdale Chamber of Commerce                                      Ed Clifford 

Cathy & Jim Crouch                                                                Mike Gilbert 

Dorothy & Al Hanby                                                                Dick & Nancy Trammel 

Margot & Monty Henderson                                                Marsha & Hartzell Jones 

Tareneh & Lance Manning                                                    Frances Mayo 

Lisa Ray                                                                                     Ruth Shafer 

Debby & Chris Weiser 

THANKS TO RENEWING MEMBERS 

 

Since July 7th, 2016 

Increased Support       New Member 

Joyce Butler        Tina Lockwood 

Charles & Beverly Cosby       

Mike & Debbie Luttrell       

Bob & Charlene Stark 
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Some parting thoughts from Kayla Abernathy 

Director of Oklahoma! 

I would like to thank the ACO Board for once again giving me the opportunity to direct the 

summer musical, "Oklahoma". Even with beginning my 22nd year of teaching and directing 

shows at the ACO for 13 years, it is still bittersweet when the show is over. Yes, it frees up 

some time for everyone, yet we do tend to miss the family we've grown so close to. 

 

What a fantastic show with an amazing cast! The work ethic of everyone was second-to-

none, and their heart for theater and performing was evident every single rehearsal. 

 

Thank you again, and I know the ACO will blossom with each step in this new journey. 

Photo courtesy of :  

Kayla Abernathy 
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Website :  www.acozarks.org 

214 South Main Street 

Springdale, AR 72764                         phone: 479-751-5441 

Email: info@acozarks.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/ArtsCenteroftheOzarks/ 

Editor : Scott Anderson 

Assistant Editor : Laurie Anderson 

Photographer : Marsha Lane Foster 

 

Contact Us: 

   "Run Italians" 

Definition:  

 To run through the play with each actor speaking their lines very quickly.  Little attention is 

paid to acting and tech, with all attention on the lines.  This is a method some directors use to 

help a cast learn their lines. 

 

Theater Term of the Month is taken from the book  

"Theater Basics" by   Michael L.. Hooper 

THEATER TERM 

Coming in  Fall 2016 

“Arts and ales”… Stayed Tuned 

Prairie Grove Clothesline Fair—Sept 3-5, 2016 

 


