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Callboard June 2016 

We start our 50th Season 
with Oklahoma! 

Rogers and Hammerstein’s 
musical returns to the ACO. 

In this issue, we will look 
behind the scenes at what 
goes into bringing a musical 
to the stage of the ACO. 

ACO 50th Season 

Performance dates are July 15
-17, and July 21-23. Call the 

Arts Center of the Ozarks 
office for your tickets today! 

(479)751-5441 

ORDER TICKETS 
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Director’s Notes:  Kayla Abernathy, Oklahoma! 
I live in Bentonville with my husband, Jeff, and we have three children; Kelsey 23, Drayton 19, and Meredith 
19. I will begin my 22nd year of teaching as Head Choral Director at Bentonville West High School this fall.  I 
have always been involved in musical theater growing up and in college (including being in "Oklahoma"), 
have been directing shows for over 20 years, and have been directing shows at the ACO on and off for the 
last 13 years. 
 
It takes a village to put on a large musical. This year I'm the overall Production Director and Denise Richards 
is the assistant. Marta Holt is Vocal Director, assisted at the piano by Denice Parkhurst. Orchestral Director 
is Michael Ferguson, and Choreographer is Alyssa Osterhaut. I'm doing set design with the building of the 
sets by David Godwin, sound/lights with Lucky Arledge, props with Heidi Nash, and painting with Hayley An-
tonelli. 
 
We have a very talented cast for "Oklahoma" this year, several of whom are making their first appearance 
on the ACO stage. We are all very excited about celebrating the 50th season of the Arts Center of the 
Ozarks, and would like to dedicate this performance of "Oklahoma" in celebration of the retirement of Harry 
and Kathi Blundell, and their 40 years of incomparable work at the ACO. 
 
"Music is enough for a lifetime, but a lifetime is not enough for music." - Rachmaninoff  

Lights and Sound Director:  Lucky Arledge 
How long have you been at the ACO?  

Since 1998 - I just did the math and that is 18 years.  Scary! 

What is your full-time job?  

Pricing Manager for Walmart 

What areas are you responsible for in Oklahoma! ?  

Anything that is not acting, costumes or orchestra 

What is the biggest challenge you are facing for Oklahoma?   

Some of the responsibility.  I've mostly been designing and running lights for the last five years, it's been a 
while since I have touch so many different parts of a production.  Also there is a different dynamic, being 
the first show without Harry and Kathi.  But I'm meeting other volunteers who I haven't worked with be-
fore (I’m normally in the catwalk).  It's really great branching out and getting to know other theater lovers. 

Anything else you'd like to add?  

Just to thank everyone who is donating their time.  It's going to be a great show.  
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How long have you been at the ACO?  

This is the the beginning of my 22nd season to be involved at the ACO, I started with a non-speaking role in 
the chorus during the summer musical (Hello, Dolly!) in 1995. 

What is your full-time job? 

 I maintain and repair medical equipment at Northwest Medical Center - Springdale. 

What areas are you responsible for in Oklahoma! ? 

 Without a technical director at the ACO currently, I've been asked to manage the technical side of the show. 
So I'm coordinating volunteers to build, paint, and move set pieces, collect props and furniture pieces, adjust 
the lights, pull the curtains, all of those "behind the scenes" things that happen so the actors on-stage can 
deliver a great show for our audiences. 

What is the biggest challenge you are facing for Oklahoma? 

 Although I've been called upon through the years to help on many technical aspects of productions, this is 
really the first time I've been "in charge" of any of those things. 

Anything else you'd like to add?   

Putting on good shows for our audiences is great, but what's more important are the relationships we create 
with fellow cast and crew members during the productions here at the ACO. I want to encourage anyone 
who wants to feel a greater sense of community to look to get involved with the ACO in some way during 
the upcoming season. You don't need to be a great actor or singer, in fact you don't have to do either at all, 
there are many ways to become a part of this great group of people I am happy to call my friends. 

Technical Director, David Godwin, Oklahoma! 

   "Fourth Wall" 
 

Definition:  An imaginary wall at the front edge of 
the stage that separates the play from the 

audience.  If an actor acknowledges the audience, 
it is known as “breaking the fourth wall”. 

 
(Theater Term of the Month is taken from the book 
"Theater Basics" by Michael L. Hooper, a Friends of 

ACO Member) 

THEATER TERM 

Oklahoma! Ensemble music practice. 



Callboard,  June 2016  4 

 

Friends of the ACO:  Lesha Fogerty, President 
The Friends of the ACO is made up of volunteers that support the Arts Center. We usher events, run the 
concession stand, build sets and costumes, act, work backstage, help in the office, work fundraising events, 
and offer general help in whatever way we can. We have a pot luck meeting the third Monday of every 
month at 6:30 that is open to anyone interested in attending. The meetings are usually fairly brief, but it 
gives us a chance to get caught up on what is going on at the ACO and how we can be of assistance. 

Any upcoming projects you are working on 

Our projects are the ACO's projects, so whatever they have going, is what we are working on.  Right now, 
the focus is Oklahoma! 

Why is the ACO so important to you 

The ACO is important to me because it helped make me who I am. I grew up taking dance classes there, 
sang in the children's, and now adult choir, saw my first show when I was about 5, and acted in my first 
show when I was 13. I have a passion for the arts and the ACO is an inviting environment that will "take 
you as you are" and teach you and help you grow into what you'd like to be. I was paralyzingly shy as a 
child and through my relationship with the arts at the ACO I was able to develop the self awareness and 
confidence needed to be a contributing member of society. 

Marta Holt—Vocal Director, Oklahoma! 
How long have you been at the ACO? 
Since the fall of '96. I came to sing in the Chorale (they were doing Rutter's "Gloria") and then auditioned 
for "Guys and Dolls" in the spring of '97.  So the short answer is 20 years.  I've been in or involved in all but 
3 of the summer productions since then. 
What is your full-time job? 
I have been teaching choir for 24 years and have been in the Rogers School district for the last 15 years of 
that. I'm am Elmwood Middle School. 
What areas are you responsible for in Oklahoma! ? 
I'm working with the vocal music part of the musical... Mostly. Sometimes there is crossover into helping 
with other things... Dance, line rehearsals, set and costumes. I try to help out where I'm needed when I'm 
needed. 
What is the biggest challenge you are facing for Oklahoma? 
People’s schedules. This is the Sumer after all, and there are always lots of conflicts. Trying to balance re-
hearsals and get it all done without taking everyone's time up is always a challenge. 
Anything else you'd like to add? 

This is a great cast of people!! I'm really enjoying get to work with some of the regular face to the ACO 
stage as well as quite a few new faces!! Theater is alive and well at the ACO and we can't wait to share our 
summers  work of love with everyone. 
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Gallery June 2016 

Milan Jilka 
“For the past 25 years or so, I have 
been fascinated with natural land-
scapes.. I began to notice a theme to 
my work.  This theme was a represen-
tation of my relationship with nature.” 

                   Autumn Brown 
 

“Using multiple artistic approach-
es, I explore the quiet moments 

of life.  Those fleeting minutes 
that have passed many of us by.” 

The National Museum of Women in the Arts exhibit. Please join us on  July 
7th  for a reception  to be a part of  this  ‘Arkansas Women to Watch’ 
exhibit. 

Coming soon to the gallery 

Photos by:  Marsha Lane Foster, 

Freedom Dreamer Photography 
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We Cannot Do It Without YOU! 

Thank You ACO Supporters 

Thank you for keeping the Arts Center of the Ozarks at the forefront of the arts community!  We 
cannot do it without your generous support.  Your ongoing patronage and generous donations, 
through memberships and sponsorships, allow us to bring outstanding art events to the heart of 
downtown Springdale. 

Teach: 

Show: 

Perform: 

 

Share: 

Invest: 

Create: 

Art classes are now posted for the summer. 

Artists from all over showcase their talents in the specially designed art galleries. 

Emerging and established performers find their niche on our stage in a variety of venues, 
including the upcoming summer musical, Oklahoma! 

The musical talents of singers, dancers and musicians can be enjoyed through-out the year. 

 

We  are investing in partnerships all across Northwest Arkansas as we reimagine the arts. 

Your investment in the Arts Center of the Ozarks allow us to: 

A future for the arts is created and secured with gifts to the Arts Center of the Ozarks. 

Thank You to our Patrons: 
We would like to acknowledge the special and significant gifts we have recently 
received from those who have gone above and beyond to support the arts in 
downtown Springdale: 

Dick and Nancy Trammel   Ed Clifford 

Lynn and Joel Carver    Marsha  and Hartzell  Jones 

Debby and Chris Weiser   Dorothy and Al Hanby 

Walker Brothers’ Insurance   Arvest Bank 

Legacy Bank     Springdale Chamber of Commerce 

Lance and Tareneh Manning   Ruth Shafer 

Ozark Electric     Jones Center for Families 

Jim and Cathy Crouch    Lisa Ray 

Frances Mayo     Michael Weir/Platinum Properties 
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THANKS TO RENEWING MEMBERS 
 

Thanks to all those members who have renewed their membership in the last 
month!  A special thank you for increased support goes to: 

John and Marilee Brodbeck    Barbara Center 

Karen and Gary Compton    Ralph and Cam Crouch 

Kris and Stacey Hanby     Monty and Margot Henderson 

Joe and Jo Anne Herriman    Vernon and Shirley Lott 

Wally and Jane Nelson    Sally Stone 

Linda Wray 

 Welcome New Members: 

Richard and Anne Booth    John Dick 

Mike Gilbert      Julie Lewandowski 

Adela Smalley 

Oklahoma! Dance practice and the Set Building Crew, Hard at work! 
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By Tareneh Manning 

Musings from the ACO Board President 

Website :  www.acozarks.org 

214 South Main Street 

Springdale, AR 72764                         phone: 479-751-5441 

Email: info@acozarks.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/ArtsCenteroftheOzarks/ 

 

Contact Us: 

Wonderful things are happening at the ACO. The summer musical and summer classes are not the only pro-
grams that we are excited about at the ACO. .  

During the month of May and June we were a beehive of activity. It is with great pride for the Singing Men 
of Arkansas that we applaud their sold out performance—standing room only. The ACO also rolled right in-
to action with a bike decorating booth at Artosphere Trail Mix in collaboration with Walton Arts Center and 
Downtown Springdale. The young artist activist group Stitches valiantly volunteered at our decorating 
booth. We then partnered with Bike Springdale to host their Bike Rodeo prior to disembarking on the first 
Bike Springdale Glow Ride. It was exhilarating to see our fabulous new parking lot being used by the larger 
community to turn bikes into art with glow sticks. Crystal Bridges invited our Visual Arts Director, Eve Smith, 
to lead figurative sketching at the "Paint Your Palate" event. The ACO Costume Shop contributed period 
costuming from our vast collection for the two models. It was so fun using wine as a watercolor to paint 
ACO costumes in the Great Hall at Crystal Bridges. Throughout the evening, I felt giddy, like I was personally 
being serenaded each time a Crystal Bridges director or facilitator praised the ACO to participants of their 
sold out event. Creative collaborations like these are new pathways to experience art with an expanded 
audience. It is really and truly exciting!   

Now that you are up to speed on current events, you must be eager to know what future activities are be-
ing crafted in the ACO creative laboratories (aka committee meetings). Well, if you were to peek though the 
key hole you might catch a glimpse of budding plans for an artsy ale event with Apple Blossom, or catch site 
of a gregarious logistical planning session for the Spring Creek Film Festival that will be flowing throughout 
our spaces this fall, or catch the clamoring of professional regional artists vying for 25 spots in the coveted 
Mid America Art Alliance "Artist INC" program which is being hosted and facilitated by the ACO in the 
Spring. Many of you will also be thrilled to know that the ACO has been selected to host a National Muse-
um of Women in the Arts exhibit through July. It's a big deal! Please join us at the reception for this Arkan-
sas Women to Watch exhibit on July 7th. There is just so much goodness happening, so keep your eyes 
open for details about these and other upcoming ACO programs and collaborations.  


