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It’s the double-take that hooks the 
audience every time.

Oh, “Arsenic and Old Lace” hints 
that it’s more “Addams Family” than 

“My Three Sons” from the very beginning. 
Abby and Martha Brewster may look like 
the sweetest little old ladies in Brooklyn, 
but it’s clear there’s more than meets the 
eye.

For one thing, their brother, Teddy, 
thinks he’s President Theodore Roosevelt 
and charges San Juan Hill every time he 
goes up the stairs in the quaintly Victorian 
home. He also digs holes in the basement 
— locks for the Panama Canal — and the 
local cops salute him and report on the war 
effort when they visit.

Abby and Martha’s nephew, Mortimer, is 
a drama critic, and there’s a long discourse 
early in the play with the neighbor, the Rev. 
Harper, about the evils of theater and how 
much happier Mortimer had been writing 
for the real estate section.

Elaine, the Rev. Harper’s daughter, and 
Mortimer have just decided to be married 
when he makes the double-take discovery: 
There’s a body in the window seat. If the 
actor playing Mortimer doesn’t get the 
double-take right, all is lost.

Fortunately, Doug Robinson does.
Robinson, in his fourth show at the Arts 

Center of the Ozarks, remembers seeing 
the Joseph Kesselring classic when he was 
about 10 years old. “When they announced 
the season, I knew I wanted to try out,” 
says Robinson, who played the younger 
playwright in “Death Trap.” “And truthfully, 
I’m afraid to look in the window seat every 
night!”

It’s the broad humor — like Teddy 
blowing his bugle and Mortimer’s physical 
comedy — that director Harry Blundell 
thinks might surprise audiences. “It’s 
not just witty,” he says. And, he adds, 
Mortimer’s double-take “should be the best 
double-take in the world.”

Blundell liked the show for the ACO 
season because it can accommodate a wide 
age range among the actors. Patricia Smith, 
an ACO veteran who plays Martha, is 73, 
and her cohort, conspirator and on-stage 
sister, Judy Scott, is 76. Although they’ve 
done a lot of theater together, these are the 
first starring roles they’ve shared.

“Judy forced me into it,” Smith says 
about auditioning. And Scott agrees. 
“Yes, it’s true.” Both wanted to work with 
Blundell again before his retirement, and 
both liked the idea of playing roles suited to 
their ages — although both appear much 
younger than the characters do.

“I like comedy because it’s so much 
about the timing,” says Smith, who recently 
wrote and produced her own original 
comedy. “It’s a lot harder than [drama], and 
the subtleties of these little old ladies are so 
much fun. We can just look at each other 
and know…”

“But Abby’s in charge,” Scott reminds. 
“Even if Martha thinks she is.”

While Scott and Smith have been 
around the ACO for decades, Billy 
Bryant is another relative newcomer, 
having appeared in “Spider’s Web” and 
“Whales of August.” He is not, however, 
new to the role of Dr. Einstein, sidekick 
to Mortimer’s long-lost brother Jonathan. 
He played the sniveling and cowardly 
character 13 years ago at Greenland High 
School. And “deep down,” it was the role 
he wanted again.

David Godwin, another ACO veteran, 
says he would have taken whatever role he 
was given, but he’s still somewhat surprised 
to find himself playing “a crazy guy who 
thinks he’s Teddy Roosevelt.” But, he adds, 
what happens on stage is only part of the 
reason he keeps coming back to ACO.

“It’s all these wonderful people,” he says, 
looking around the green room at co-stars 
eating chips and cheese dip, studying their 
lines, visiting and laughing.

“It’s always been the best part,” Smith 
agrees.

And besides, Scott adds in passing, “who 
doesn’t love this show?”

Whodunnit? And how many times? 
You’ll have to stick around after the double-
take to find out.

And A Pinch Of Cyanide
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ oddly funny

April 8 & 9 at 7:30 p.m.  

April 10 at 3 p.m. 

April 15 & 16 at 7:30 p.m.

TICKETS

Member: $16, student $9

Public: $20, student $10

479-751-5441 or acozarks.org

• Abby Brewster ................. Judy Scott
• Rev. Dr. Harper ................ Scott Anderson
• Teddy Brewster ................ David Godwin
• Officer Brophy ................. Terry Dean
• Officer Klein ..................... Pierce Abplanalp 
• Martha Brewster .............. Patricia Smith
• Elaine Harper ................... Valerie Johnson
• Mortimer Brewster ........... Doug Robinson
• Mr. Gibbs .......................... Michael Hooper
• Jonathan Brewster .......... Seth Burgett
• Dr. Einstein ........................ Billy Bryant
• Officer O’Hara ................. Michael Weir
• Lieutenant Rooney ......... Marshall Prettyman
• Mr. Witherspoon .............. Jim Olmstead
• Asst. Director .................... Linda Nickle

CAST

DINNER DATE
Dinner will be catered by Spring 

Street Grill on April 16 at an 
additional cost of $25.

• Salads
• Orange rolls
• Fresh steamed  
   green beans
• Roasted  
   vegetables
• Sliced brisket

• Mashed  
   potatoes
• Brown gravy
• Chicken  
   casserole
• Strawberry pie
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ACO Chorale has a surprise in 
store for Sir Paul’s fans

The concert is titled 
“Broadway, Beatles and Beyond.”

No surprises, right?
The event, set for 7:30 p.m. April 30 at 

the Arts Center of the Ozarks, does in fact 
include a Lerner & Loewe medley of songs 
from “My Fair Lady,” “Paint Your Wagon” 
and “Camelot.” And “Beyond” means 
American folk songs, spirituals and “of 
course” “America the Beautiful.”

But Denise Parkhurst, director of the ACO 
Chorale, thinks the Beatles segment will be 
the most interesting. It includes not only a 
classic — “Long and Winding Road” — but 
sections of an oratorio written in 1991 by Sir 
Paul McCartney.

“As opposed to an opera, which has secular 
text, oratorio usually means something 
religious,” Parkhurst says. “But not this. It’s 

a work in different movements — like an 
opera — and tells a story – like an opera. The 
text is from Sir Paul’s own writing, drawing 
from the events of his life in Liverpool, from 
his birth during wartime, his school days, 
youthful aspirations and meeting his future 
wife Linda.”

The music came to Parkhurst’s attention 
because it was in the collection at ACO, 
where it was performed by the Chorale a 
decade or so ago, directed by Gail Hocott. 
Marta Holt, an alto, has been singing with 
the group since 1993 and likes Liverpool 

Oratorio as much now as she did then.
“You will hear excerpts from some of the 

Beatles music, things that sound like the 
Beatles but aren’t the Beatles,” she says. “It’s like 
there’s a tip of the hat to different songs. So 
that’s kind of cool. For the choir, it’s technically 
challenging — not your normal choir piece.

“We all loved it then, and we do now,” 
Holt adds. The first section remembers 
McCartney’s Spanish lessons as a child and 
is sung in Spanish, and “the guys even get to 
sing a drinking song at the end.”

“It’s very interesting, and I think people 
will really enjoy it,” Parkhurst says. “I was 
thinking when I came up with the billing, 
I wouldn’t be disappointed if I came to 
the concert and it wasn’t a full program of 
Beatles music. I would be intrigued to find 
this work.

“I think — I hope — our audience will feel 
the same way.”

‘Broadway, Beatles and Beyond’

Musically Speaking
Also this Spring

Arkansas Winds — This amazing 
65-piece+ concert band features 
gifted professional and amateur 
musicians from all over Northwest 

Arkansas, This delightful concert will 
musically travel around the world 

featuring works from Cuba, England, 
the Nile, and many other destinations. 
Free Admission for all. Tickets available 

at the door, 7:30 p.m. April 23.

ACO Chorale

7:30 p.m. April 30

TICKETS
$9-$16

479-751-5441 or acozarks.org

Arkansas Winds

7:30 p.m. April 23
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Increased membershIps/new members

Increased Support
• Earl & Suzie Allain

• Robert K. Horner

• Gay & Dan Riner

• James & Tina Sizemore

 

New Members
• Scarlet Glover

• Michael Hooper

• Candace Dixon-Horn

sInce Feb. 27
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The Celebrate Art Exhibition is always one of the most exciting 
shows of the year. Named after “celebrating” the young talent of 
NWA, it celebrates not only our small artists but the art teachers 
who work with them. All works are created by students between 
grades Kindergarten and 8th grade. When one looks at art created 
by such young artists, there is a certain aesthetic quality that is 
not seen in works done by older students and professional adult 
artists. It is like looking at a piece that is raw, honest, and unhinged 
by society’s correctness to “do everything right.” When you ask 
a child to draw a portrait of themselves, they don’t think about 
if it’s anatomically correct or are the eyes drawn too big or is the 
shape correct. It’s as if their mind follows straight through to 
their fingertips without stopping to think, which creates a more 
interesting, creative piece. It is something we adults can learn more 
to do as we view what lies in the mind of a child! Be sure to NOT 
miss this exhibition. I promise, it is worth your while!

— Eve Smith

Celebrate Art Exhibition
Artists from local high schools recently showcased their work 

during the 33rd annual Senior High Art Competition in the ACO 
galleries. The 17th annual Celebrate Art event for younger students 
opens April 6, with an open house from 1 to 3 p.m. April 16

Young At Art
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