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“We find ourselves in a little 
house in Kent, being 
rented furnished for 4 

guineas a week to Henry Hailsham-Brown, 
a diplomat in the foreign corps,” Harry 
Blundell sets the scene. The time is the 
mid-1950s, on an evening in March.

Enter Clarissa Hailsham-Brown, “a 
vivacious, imaginative woman with lots of 
time on her hands,” describes Evan Craw-
ford, the actress playing the role at the Arts 
Center of the Ozarks.

“Clarissa is known to like to spin a tale, 
and she sometimes tells things that aren’t 
true but have an ounce of truth in them,” 
Blundell adds.

So when she finds a body — a very real 
and very dead one — Clarissa must “find a 
way once the Inspector arrives to not impli-
cate the people in the home who need not 

to be implicated,” Blundell says. “So she 
goes on her merry way of telling tales — 
and it all winds up in the end as it ought to.”

And that, in a nutshell, is “Spider’s Web,” 
an Agatha Christie mystery new to the 

ACO stage.
“It still has all the Agatha Christie 

elements we love, but it’s a little different in 
some ways,” Blundell says of the 1954 work. 
“Critics called it a comic thriller, the first one 
of her plays to get that description. But like 
all her plays, there’s comedy clear through.

“And I have a really, really strong cast of 
people – new and ‘used,’” he adds. “Some of 
them, like Roger Crawford and John Honey, 
have been in practically every Agatha 
Christie I’ve done, and that experience 
allows them to add so much dimension to 
their characters.”

Roger Crawford plays Inspector Lord, 
“the classic Agatha character who attempts 
to unwind all the facts — sometimes by 
accident, and almost always with some 
unsolicited help,” Crawford describes. In 
this play, Clarissa “is the one who puts the 
pieces together on stage and states them, 
but we know at least a character or two has 
figured it out offstage and is able to facilitate 
her solving the crime,” Blundell says.

“Clarissa seems energized by house 
guests and adventure, while I’m a quiet 
homebody,” Evan compares. “But she has 
quite an imagination which I hope to 
always have. She’s a bit of a female ‘Walter 
Mitty.’”

The Crawfords are, of course, married off 
stage, so working together comes with its 
own rewards.

“It’s both a challenge and fun to try stay 
in character and not crack up laughing,” 
Evan says. “There is one scene in particular 
where Roger and I cannot look each other 
in the eyes or we won’t get through it! It’s a 
great problem to have.”

“Evan and I have a passion for live 
theater, and we want to get it right,” Roger 
adds. “We both have to balance that inten-
sity while keeping it fun.”

They have to balance life at home, too.
“We’ve been married 12 years, and 

we work as a team — including chores! 
Communication is key during prep for a 
show, and we’ve gotten pretty good at that,” 
Evan says.

Life at home, Roger ponders, then says it 
comes down to: “Can you run lines with me 
again, really quick?”

That situation is certainly nothing new to 
the Blundells. As usual, Harry is directing, 
and his wife is costuming the period show.

“We have a great vintage costume 
collection, and out of those pieces, Kathi is 
putting together a really cool look,” Harry 
says. “It’s set in the mid-1950s, and because 
it’s the English countryside, it’s all about 
tweedy with sensible shoes.”

The set, too, will “honor the unities of 
time and place,” he says.

Web Of Laughs
Agatha Christie spins perfect tale Halloween dinner menu

• Caesar salad
• Orange rolls

• Waldorf salad
• Mashed 
potatoes

• Brown gravy
• Green beans 

almandine

• Carved pork 
tenderloin
•Carved  
prime rib

• Pumpkin & 
pecan pie

• IT & coffee

$25.00

“Spider’s Web”
Oct. 23-24 at 7:30 p.m.; Oct. 

25 at 3 p.m.; Oct. 30-31 at 7:30 
p.m.

TICKETS
Members: Adults $16/ 

students $9 
Public: Adults $20/students $10
479-751-5441 or acozarks.org

BONUS
A pre-show dinner will be 

catered by Spring Street Grill 
for the Oct. 31 performance 

only. Call for details.
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It’s pronounced Vox-ahna, 
from the Latin words for 
“voice” and “soul.”

It’s been a quartet, a trio, 
a duo and a solo act.

Founder Stephen Pruitt 
compares the music to the Avett 
Brothers and the Lumineers 
— and sometimes covers their 
songs, along with popular songs 
from across a 50-year span.

And the Nov. 14 concert at 
the Arts Center of the Ozarks is 
a homecoming of sorts. Voxana 
stepped in to play for ACO’s 
One Night Only fundraising 
celebration when a February 
storm made other musicians 
cancel their performances.

“It was a blast. The acoustics 
were fantastic,” Pruitt says of the 
One Night Only performance, 
but the Main Street Music Nites 
show will still be something 
completely different. Voxana 
has evolved again, this time to 
include Ashtyn Nilsen-Barbaree 
of Farmer & The Markets on 
ukulele and vocals.

Pruitt couldn’t be happier.

“She’s been with me about 
four months now, and it is 
going absolutely wonderfully,” 
he enthuses. “We enjoy playing 
music together. We’re going in 
the same direction as far as our 
desire to write.” And, he adds, 
“it’s just as special to be lost in 
song and give the gift of music 
to people with someone you’re 
close to but not in a relationship 
with.”

Voxana, he explains, started 
in 2012 as a project he shared 
with his girlfriend at the time, 
Samantha Hunt. When the 
relationship ended, so did the 
band. That inspired Pruitt, 
a drummer, to learn to play 

guitar and to dust off his vocal 
chords, unused for singing 
since school show choirs. As 
it turned out, he could do all 
three at once.

“I had drummed for so long 
and played to a click track for so 
long, I was kind of like a built-in 
metronome,” he says.

For awhile, there was a 
mandolin player. Then an 
upright bass player. Then a 
vocalist. Pruitt isn’t bitter about 
any of the transitions, he says, 
referring to “sorting through 
good intentions” and “people 
who thought they were going to 
jump on the dream.”

“Voxana started through this 

ambition to build something that 
wouldn’t fall down around me,” 
he says. “And love. Love was the 
other reason. Being able to play 
music and spend all that time 
with the person I thought I was 
going to spend my life with was 
amazing. I would love to have 
that again. It was an interesting 
nuance to have love and music 
you shared.”

But through it all, he’s stuck 
by his business philosophy of 
creating a product that follows 
demand, not one that hopes to 
create it.

“This winter, we’re going to 
write 10 or 15 songs and put out 
a five-song EP in the spring,” he 
says. But that may be the only 
CD in his future.

“Ten years from now, 
musicians won’t make any 
money at all off music sales. 
The business model moving 
forward is music is going be 
free — and we get paid for the 
experience we give you. We’ll 
be promoting the experience 
we offer when you forget 
everything at a show.”

‘Voice Of The Soul’
Voxana evolves with the times

Main Street Music Nites

Voxana
7:30 p.m. Nov. 14

In the gallery at ACO
TICKETS
$8-$18

479-751-5441 or acozarks.org

Up Next

Smokey & The Mirror
January 16
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49th Season  
Underwriters

Season Producer
Tyson Foods

 Theater Sponsors
Arvest Bank

Harps Food Stores
Henry Eye Clinic

Mike & Susan 
Ferguson

The Point Financial 
Group

Jerre & Judy Van 
Hoose

265 Super Storage

Gallery Sponsors
Sam’s Club: 
Fayetteville

Friends of the ACO

Lance & Tareneh 
Manning

Serendipity  
Season Sponsors
Joel & Lynn Carver

ACO Board of 
Directors

Chris & Deborah 
Weiser

Cypert, Crouch, 
Clark & Harwell

John & Joan Threet

Serendipity for 
Schools Sponsors
Bob & Diane Shaw
Monty & Margot 

Henderson
First Security

Multicraft 
Contractors

Cargill
Nikki & Patrick 

Sievert

Chorale Sponsors
Platinum Properties 

of NWA
Friends of the ACO

Tiny art, big party  

at  
JAZZ SOIREÉ  
& AUCTION

 5-inch by 5-inch works of art 

by more than 300 artists
5:55-7:55 p.m. Nov. 5

WITH

Jazz, food & a silent auction

WHY

To support the Arts Center of the Ozarks 

& bring home beautiful art

HOW MUCH

$15

Kat Wilson
Describe your art in 5 
phrases:
1. 5x5 canvas
2. Andy Warhol Text Book
3. Wax
4. Wood
5. Paper planes

If you could invite 5 artists 
for dinner:
Warhol
Basquiat
Nan Goldin
Maxine Payne
Mike Peven

Johnny Bowen
Your 5 muses:
Nature
The cosmos
Geometry
History
Time

Describe your art in 5 
phrases:
Romantic
Realism
Depth
Smooth
Detailed

5x5x5xFun

5 random tidbits from artists
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49th Season 

Underwriters

Festive Affairs 
Sponsors

Arvest Bank

Walker Brothers 
Insurance

Theresa Moore

Harp’s Food Stores

ACO Directors

Marsha & Hartzel 
Jones

Adventure Subaru

Edible 
Arrangements

Rick’s Bakery

Media Sponsors

NWA Media

Sir Speedy Printing

KBVA Radio

Citiscapes Metro 
Monthly Magazine

Ozark Film & Video

3W Magazine

Just Us Printers

Kid’s Directory  
of NWA

Mullikin Agency

Travel Host NWA

N2 Publishing

Child’s Play Series 
Sponsors

Joel & Lynn Carver

Bob & Diane Shaw

Lisle Rutledge  
Law Firm

Eve Smith
Your 5 muses:
Any street artist
All the waitresses at Taqueria 
Guanajuato
Ana Rull (amazing art historian)
Dawn Sallas (my twin)
Jessica Rabbit

5 reasons you can’t miss the 5x5 
Jazz Soiree:
Bidding wars. It happens, trust me!
Great beer tastings from Apple 
Blossom Brewing Co.
Pure Joy Ice Cream
My art work, of course!
It’s a fun way to support ACO!

Describe your art in 5 phrases:
Provocative
Narrative
Minxy
Humanistic
Sensual

Napoleon Dezaldivar
5 reasons you can’t miss 
the 5x5 Jazz Soiree:
Catching up with friends
Music
Artwork
Inspiration
Wine

Your 5 muses:
People’s stories
Song lyrics
Poetry
Cities
�������

Case Dighero
5 reasons you can’t miss 
the 5x5 Jazz Soiree:
The wrath of Eve Smith
I hate crowds — but I like 
being uncomfortable
	
����
����������������
the party
It’s the one time every 
year I’m allowed to POP & 
LOCK
I support ACO every 
chance I get

If you could invite 5 artists 
for dinner:
Myself
Picasso
The guy that made me a 
bracelet on the street in 
St. Louis a couple months 
ago
Eric Ripert
Chris Weaver

Zeek Taylor
5 words that describe your art:
Colorful
Whimsical
Fun
�������������
Rule-breaking

5 favorite colors for art:
Aqua
Orange
Crimson
Yellow Ochre
Purple (However, I’m such a fan of 
purple that I really wanted to list it 
twice!)

5 reasons you can’t miss the 5x5 
Jazz Soiree:
Mingling with the artists
Looking at varied artwork from 
throughout the region
The competitiveness and fun of the 
auction
Great food
The opportunity to add to my ever 
growing 5x5 collection

JAZZ SOIREÉ

JAZZ SOIREÉ

AUCTION

AUCTION
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Ask Pam Ernst what she 
paints, and you’ll wonder 
why you had to ask.

“Landscapes,” she says, 
and you realize she’s married to 
photographer Tim Ernst, who is famous 
for his photographs of Arkansas’ most 
breathtaking landscapes. It makes it easy 
for her to find scenes she wants to capture 
in her own medium.

“I love to do plein air painting,” she 
says enthusiastically. “When Tim’s taking 
photographs, I can set up and paint.”

She describes what she does as 

“painting” even though she works 
with dry pastels instead of oil pastels. 
Dry pastels — sometimes called “soft” 
pastels — might look like colored chalk 
or crayons, but the medium was first 
mentioned by Leonardo da Vinci in 1495 
and the French term “pastel” appeared in 
1662.

What Ernst loves is the “direct, hands-
on contact with the medium — which 

is different than watercolor and oil,” she 
says. “It’s very personal because your 
hand is in it. You don’t have a brush 
separating you from the medium.”

Ernst says she has always enjoyed 
drawing, but she never had time to 
pursue it seriously until she met Ernst 
— on a hiking trail, of course — fell in 
love and moved out near the Buffalo 
River. “He encouraged me to try other 

mediums,” she says, and a class in 
Fayetteville introduced her to pastels. She 
tried oils, she says, but mixing colors was 
just too complicated.

“With pastels, the colors are before you, 
and there they are,” she says.

Ernst is coordinator of the Ozark Pastel 
Society’s annual show, opening Nov. 9 
at the Arts Center of the Ozarks. The 
group is a small but active one, she says, 
working to “celebrate pastels,” and the 
show is an open one.

“So that means it’s not pre-juried,” she 
says. “Everyone will bring their artwork 
on Nov. 7 and enter it then. We accept 
everything that comes in.

“And we always fill the space up.”

Nothing Dull About Pastels
Pam Ernst captures outdoors in her own medium

Ozark Pastel Society AND Duane Gardner
Nov. 9-27 

Artists reception: 6 to 8 p.m. Nov. 12
OPS awards reception: 1 to 3 p.m. Nov. 15

479-751-5441 or acozarks.org
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2015  
American Girl 
Fashion Show

Thank you our to generous 
underwriters and sponsors  

for making the 2015 American Girl 
Fashion Show a success!
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INCREASED MEMBERSHIPS/NEW MEMBERS

Increased Support

• Jon & Monica Franco 

New Members

• Harold Algee

• Dennis & Carla Laing

• Lucretia & Jerry Little

• Christine Scott

• Charles Tevebaugh

Since Sept. 15

Breakfast with Santa

Santa and Mrs. Claus are coming to town!  
They want you and your family to start 
the holidays off right by sharing a special 
breakfast with them at the ACO.  They 
have lots of fun treats planned for children 
of all ages including a yummy breakfast, a 
personal visit with Santa, a keepsake photo 
with Santa, decorating gingerbread cookies 
with Mrs. Claus, creating special ornaments and more.  Come and join the 
fun.

Dec. 5  l  8:30/9:15/10 a.m.

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever

Can Mrs. Bradley pull off the Christmas 
Pageant with the Herdmans in all the major 
roles?You bet! But not without lots of gossip, 
laughter, tears and FIRE in the process! 

Dec. 11-13

ACO Chorale:  Making Beautiful Music

This great choral ensemble features 
vocalists from all over Northwest Arkansas, 
blending their voice to create beautiful 
music together.  They perform the best 
in choral music from a wide variety of 
composers to delight area audiences.  Join 
them at the ACO for an amazing Holiday 
concert.

Holiday Concert — Dec. 5  l  7:30 p.m.

Christmas Fine Arts Sale

An exciting new event presented by the ACO and local artists.  You will be 
invited to attend and view these chosen artists’ work displayed as if it was in 
your own home.  Opportunities to purchase their work

Dec. 1-15

The Holidays Are  
Coming At The ACO!

Oct. 23-25  
and  

Oct. 30-31
479-751-5441 or 

acozarks.org


